“ADINA”
A Witness To The Resurrection

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one
to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the
ability which God giveth; that God in all things may be glorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen
(I Peter 4:10,11).

...Through temptation I have first trodden it, through suffering, through death,
and through resurrection from the dead. So also must thou and all who love me follow
me. To my friends, the gate of the tomb opens into the world of life eternal.
Thus speaking, he walked slowly onward towards the hill of Bethany, not far from
the place where Lazarus was buried. He was followed not only by Mary, Martha,
Lazarus, and John, my cousin Mary and myself, each of us expecting from his words and
manner, some new and great event to take place; but by all the disciples, who had
presently joined him near the cemetery, at the foot of the hill. There were at least five
hundred persons in all, moving on with him ere he reached the green hill-side beyond
the village; for all followed him, expecting to hear more glorious revelations from his
lips of the life beyond this...for each moment as he ascended the hill, his countenance
grew more glorious with a certain God-like majesty, and shone like the face of Moses
descending from Mount Sinai...there was no terror in the glory which surrounded and
shined out from him; but rather a holy radiance, that seemed to be the very light of
holiness and peace.
...The hill, which is not lofty, was soon surmounted by his sacred feet. He stood
upon its apex alone. We kept back near the brow of the hill, fearing to approach him, for
his raiment shone now like the sun, while his countenance was as lightning. We shaded
our eyes to behold him. All was now expectation, and looking for same mighty event-what we knew not!
...He then lifted up his eyes to the calm blue depths of heaven, and said:--"And
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with Thee
before the world was!"
As he spoke, we raised our faces from the ground, and saw him leaving the earth,
rising from the hill-top into the air, with a slow and majestic ascension; his hands
outspread over us beneath, as if shedding down blessings upon us all. The loud burst of
surprise which rose from five hundred voices at seeing him soar away into the
atmosphere, was followed by a profound and awful silence, as we watched him rise and
still rise, ascending and still ascending into the upper air, his whole form growing
brighter and brighter, as the distance widened between his feet and the earth!

Upon our knees, in speechless amazement, we followed his ascent with our eyes,
not a word being spoken by any soul; and hearts might have been heard beating in the
intense expectation of the moment.
Then in the far off height of heaven, we beheld appear a bright cloud, no larger
than a man's hand, but each instant it expanded and grew broader and brighter, and
swift as the winged lightning, it descended through the firmament downward, until we
beheld it evolve itself into a glittering host of angels, which no man could number,
countless as the stars of heaven. As these shining legions descended, they parted into
two bands, and sweeping along the air, met the ascending Son of God in the mid sky!
The rushing of their ten thousand times ten thousand wings, was heard like the sound of
many waters. Surrounding Jesus, like a shining cloud, they received him into their
midst, and hid him from our eyes, amid the glories of their celestial splendor.
While we stood gazing up into the far skies, hoping, expecting, yet doubting if we
should ever behold him again, two bright stars seemed to be descending from the height
of heaven towards us. In a few seconds we saw that they were angels. Alighting on the
place Jesus had left, they said to the eleven, "Why gaze ye up into heaven, ye men of
Galilee? This same Jesus whom ye have seen go into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have now seen him ascend!" Thus speaking, they vanished out of our
sight!
The above account, my dear father, of the ascent
yesterday into heaven of the Christ, our Blessed Lord
Jesus, I wrote the same evening, while all the
circumstances were present and vivid upon my mind.

Adina

(Excerpts from a series of letters by the Jewish maiden, Adina, to her father,
written during the Procuratorship of Pontius Pilate, under the reign of Tiberius Caesar,
the Roman Emperor. Translation and endorsement upon the original Letters of Adina by the
Roman Jewish Scribe, Elias Ben Ezra. "The Prince of the House of David,
Rev. J.H. Ingraham, Rand, McNally & Company, Chicago and New York, no
date but presumed to be somewhere around 1899).
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